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Following government and church
instructions on  Monday 23 March all
churches must now be closed until
further notice.

Please visit our website
oakhamteam.org.uk or our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/oakhamteam

for regular updates.

Please use the contact details overleaf
to stay in touch.

'‘God is our refuge and strength, and
ever-present help in trouble.  Be sitill
and know that | am God
(Psalm 46 .1,10)
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Revd Stephen Griffiths Team Rector (Oakham)
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01572 723447  chris @oakhamteam.org. uk
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Revd Charlotte Osborn Curate
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Revd Rachel Thompson  Minister in Secular Employment
01572 724007 rachel @oakhamteam.org.uk

Lay Ministe rs
Mr Michael Ellard Reader 8 01572 722060 michael @oakhamteam.org.uk

Mr David Pa ttinson Reader 6 01572 723884 david@oakhamteam.org.uk

Mr David Perril Reader 6 01664 452117 david .perril @oakhamteam.o rg.uk

Mr Alan Rudge Reader 6 01572 7555 70 alan@oakh amteam.org.uk

Mr Vyv Wainwright ~ Reader 8 01572 755752 vyv@oakhamte am.org.uk

Mrs Gail Rudge Parish Evangelist 6 01572 755570 gail@oakhamteam.org.uk

Mrs Madeleine Morr  is Lay Pastoral Minister 0015728 98093 madeleine@oakhamteam.org.uk
Mrs Liz Nicholls Lay Pastoral Mi nister 8 01572 759657 liz@oakhamteam.org.uk
Mrs Sus an Osborne Lay Pastoral Minister 8 07926 833684 susan@oakhamteam.org.uk

Director of Music
Mr Kevin Slingsby & 01572 898242 kevin@o akhamteam.org.uk

Oakham Team Office

Mr s Janine Weave r Team Administ rator & 01572 724007 office@oakhamteam.org.uk
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am - 2pm (closed Wednesday)

Mrs Sue Willetts ~ Finance Assistant 001572 724007 finance@oakhamteam .org.uk Tuesday
Mr Kevin Slingsby ~ Pewsheet & Website 8 01572 8 98242 notices @oakhamteam.org.uk
Notices or reports for inclusioni  nthe pew shee t and website should be sent by
email by 11am Wednesday or delivered t o the office by 2pm Tuesday .

Safeguarding Officers

Mrs Ruth Bray Oakham , Hambleton , Egleton &

01572 72 0529 ruth.bray@oakhamteam .org.uk

Mrs Alex Martin ~ Whissendine , Teigh, Ashwell , Mar ket Overton 0

01664 474432 alex.martin@oakhamteam.org.uk

Mrs Jessica Blight Langham & 07557 333513  jessica.blight@oakhamtea m.org.uk
Mrs Gail Rudge Braunston 0 01572 755570 gail@oakhamteam.org.uk

Please contact one of the Ministry Team if you would like a chat or a visit.
@ www.oakhamteam.org.uk @ inffo@oakhamteam.org.uk
n www.faceb ook.com/oakhamteam @oakhamteam
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From the Team Rector

Dear friends

Once aga we are being asked to adapt to a new set of guidelines. | am sure many in
our community feel very isolated and anxious. Please pray for those around you and
safely, keep in contact with your neighbourast week a number of people from our
chuch volunteered to be pastoral care contacts. Many of you will have received a
phone call or email from one of them. | hope this proves to be a helpful way of
keeping in touch. Please let me know if you would like to join a pastoral care group.

One of thebig headlines from Monday evening was that all Church of England
churches must now close. This is a very big blow, but understandable in these
extreme circumstances. We will all miss the beautiful interior of our church. Perhaps
you will be able to find@me pidures of it online.

A lot of our church ministry is transferring to the digital world. This is a big challenge
for some of us. But please persevere and try to make the most of the Oakham Team
website where you will find the latest pewsheet and prayaoklet. On the Oakham
Team Facebook page you will find {steeamed morning prayer at 8.30am each day
and additional readings, prayers and resources. The Church of England website alsc
contains good ofine material.

There will be a printed pewsheet availa again on Friday/Saturday at All Saints
Church. You will find them in the south porch (the rest of the church is locked). But
please observe the following regulations so that we do not break the government
guidelires.

1) only collect a pewsheet as part your weekly shopping trip or daily exercise
routine, do not make a special journey.

2) one person at a time please in the porch.

3) take what you touch and don't pass it on.

4) if you are delivering to another pese please use hand sanitiser beforesytouch
a pewsheet.

My prayer for us all is that, in addition to staying safe and well, we find God in the
everyday things of lifepausing to pray often throughout the day, remembering
those in need, giving thanks fwhat we often take for granted, angaluing one
another all the more.

If you are in any kind of need please make contact with the clergy or any member of
the ministry team using the contacts page. And please contact Rutland County
Council for informatbn about the local support groups noaperating in and around
Oakham. There is more help available than we perhaps think.

Yours sincerely in ChrisStephen



From the Curate in Charge (Langham)

Dear brothers and sisters,

This is the second Sunday we have not been able to meet for worshdmlbhour
churches are aw closed.| hope the readings and prayers in this pewsheet will help
sustain you in prayer this week.

We can still pray together if we can get dine.On the Oakham Team Ministry
Facebook page you will find each day one of ttarteclergy saying momg prayer,
following the order of service many of us have copies of (the white booklet
circulated last week)There will also be a Eucharist we can pray through together, at
6pm on Sunday evenirigerhaps you have never so far neededise Facebook, and
perhaps indeed you are a bit afraid ofBilit please have a giv.is quick and easy

go to facebook.com, you put in name and either an email address or a mobile phone
number, and your account is set uphen search at the top for #h Oakham Team
Ministry pagePlease phone me if you get stuck, and | will talk you through it.

I n todayds Epistl e, StdoRathdmindonithe leshisa b
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peadd his is god advice 0

help us through the current crisis. If we dwell on fear or on blame, then we start to
die, because these wolves will eat us up. If we dwell on the Spiiéinking God in

all things, and seeking to imitate Christ in serving others, eveanwe suffer then

we will find peace. Even to eternal life.

Keep looking out for one another, and keep safe!
lain



From the Team Vicar (Southern Villages)

Dear friends

Johnos g oysagedully wiitten baok, gtiatured around sevéranfsayings
of Jesus, and sevéign§ miraculous worksBut it also tells a story and includes
characters that recur, and Martha and her sister Mary are two of thégesee the
sisters dmelL u&klestes, gwhen Mary s tsteactadt
with all her preparationdn John 11 it seems that Martha this time gets it right.
While Mary stays at home and grieves, Martha engages with Jésirsbrother has
died.

This remirds me of a disturbing experience | had a few years laggached online
for a friend of mine because | needed a picture of Hilven | searched for myself!
Top of the list was the website of the church that | was then servinil@xt came

an obituay notice and details of a funer&dven though | knew that itwaént me ,
someone with the same name, it gave me quite a turn.

Death, loss and mortality are the context of the sign and the saying that we have in

t oday 6 hegigndsghatiLazasus raisedThe saying is that Jesus is The
Resurrection and theife. As the rate of coronavirus infection and the number of
fatalities continue to rise, we are faced with the risk of loss and the reality of
mortality. What can we say®/e can say thJesus is resurrection and lif&/hat

does that meanRook at the sigidit means t hat i n Jesus
the death of our bodies, and life that begins in the here and now.

Wonderfully, even before she sees the sign, Martha cadéey, Lord, | believé.
Chris
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From the Team Vicar (Northern Villages )

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

| am writing on a sunny Wednesday morning in Whissendirest people are

following the advice to stay at home as much as possible and when out, are abiding
by the social distancingguidé nes, andfiekl Omehgnesitri
not to think, is this really happeniny®s it is, and we have to trust those who know
more than we do and to accept the authority they have been granted.

Never have the word€h.ove your neighbor as yourseffbeen more elevant than

they are today, and we need to look carefully at how we do this today. A virus is an
invisible enemy and until we become actually ill with it we do not know that we have
been passing it around to others, or worse wigay be well in ourselves ystill be
carrying it around and risking harm to others, therefore until this pandemic is under
control we have to act as if we have it in order to love our neighbour and to love
ourselves.

The 32year old son of a dear friend ofiine is a senior doctoworking in A&E and

he sent this message yesterdaWHS workers are putting themselves (and their familie
at increased risk to help t hodreakihgrife n e ¢
or death decisions. Multiplaltheare workers in otlv@untries have died because they
did their job. The least you can do is stay at home, PLEASE DO.

Let ds | o 0.2537athe canveksationiwith Jesus regardinbo is my
neighbourBand the welknown parable of the good Sanitan to illustrate it,and
ponder how we can be good neighbours todayOur wonderful NHS workers are
giving their all talbandage wounds and pour soothingioit those who are suffering
and we are being asked to do our utmost to reduce the spread ofuings, which
means primaly staying at home and encouraging others to do the same.

And of course as Christians we can pr
presence and sharing that presence with others as we hold them in prayer, and this
can happn anywhere, anytime. @ beautiful church buildings have been soaked in
prayer for many centuries but for the best of reasons they are not available to us at
present, so now we are to keep praying in otherplateet 6 s | ove our
ourselves W filling our homes andur communities with prayer.

I hope that you have found the bookl et
week and | pray that it continues to be so. | have more if needed and there are a few
in the church porches where posétWhissendine & MarkeéDverton). Also if
anyone is in need of a Bible at this t
happy to pass on.



Please keep yourself and others safe, and if you need anything please contact me.

Loneliness is a key factor in causing diseasieeabest of times and is likely to be an
increasing problem as the days and weeks go on. Many have asked me how we can
help with this in our church community and a good way would be for people to have
someone to chat with. | would like to share names aaléphone numbers with
those who want to help and I &dm offeri:r
details shared in ik way. If you are not happy to have your details shared within the
church community please let me know, otherwise from Tuesdaiatch | will

share names and telephone numbers from our electoral roll.

Love and prayers,
Deborah



Collect

Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:

grant that by faith in him who seffed on the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory;

through Jesus Glst your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for everAmen.

Additional Collect

Gracious Father,

you gave upgur Son

out of love for the world:

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passgio

that we may know eteral peace

t hrough the shedding of our Saviourds
Jesus Christ our LordAmen.

First Reading 0 Ezekiel 3714

The hand of the LORD came uponanand he brought me out by the spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middtd a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, d&y twere very dry. He
said to me, O6Mortal ancweredeséObaonesd I
Then he said to me,,arlBay o thdre G gry bbnes, hedre s ¢
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: | will caarsath

to enter you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews on,yemd will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breattyou, and you shall live; and you
shall know t h &bl ptophasid as hhad bke® EoBmahdet as |
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, hadbnes came together,

bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews onrtheand flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to
me, O6Prophesy to the breat h,h Thusesgyhtles y ,
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe uptiese slain, that
they may live.d | prophesied as he cor
and they lied, and stood on their feet, a vast multitudehen he saidtome) Mo r t a
these bones are the whole houteeédupamid | s
our hope is lost; we are cut off compl
Thus says thedrd GOD: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
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your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you
shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. | wiluit my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will
place yai on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and

wilact , says the LORD. G

Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths have | cried to you, O Lordlprd, hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 Ifyou, lord, were to mark what is done amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?

3 Bu there is forgiveness with you,
so that you shall be feared.

4 | wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lordmore than the ight watch for the morning,
more than the night watch for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord;
for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him is plenteous redemption
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Second Reading d Roman8.611

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit t odinGeedtdasnot] aadithose o are in the flesh cam please
God.But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, thoughhte body is dead becaai®f sin, the Spirit ifife because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in gu.

Gospel 6 John 1145

A certain man wadl, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sentangessat o Jesus,
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whom you Bwivewheaenilésds heard it, he s
deat h; rather it is for Godds glory,
it.® Accordingly, thoughndlaausaftethany e d |
heard that Lazarus &s ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the discipl
him, 6Rabbi, the Jews wendaeypugsirgther® w t I
again?d JesGéaransiwerednot twelve hour s
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those

who wal k at night stumbl e, Dbyngthis sedoldt h e

them, 6 Our f rhiaesnd aldzeanr vass| eep, but | an
di sciples said to him, 6éLord, if he hz¢
had been speaking about his death, but they thoughthibatas referring merglto

sleep. ThenJestiso |l d t hem pl ainly, ©6Lazarus is
not there, so that you may believe. B

Twin, saidto hisfellovd i sci pl es, ©O6Wwet mayg dl Sbengbh
Jesus arrived, hfieund that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had com
to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martheahd that

Jesus was coing, she went and métim, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to

Jesus, O6Lord, if you had been here, my
know that God wil!/l give you whatever
brother will rise agai® Ma r t h a Ikeow that heawill hise again idthe

resurrection on the | ast day.d Jesus ¢

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives anc
believes in me will near die. Do you believé hi s? 86 She said to
believe that you are the Messiah, the
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
pri v dheddagherisberean i s c¢ al Andwhen sheheardyitpshe. got

up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling hersaw Mary get up quickland go out. They fallwed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at hi
here, my brotherwouldnothae di ed . 6 awHeraveepidgeanditistews

who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, 6Where have you | aid |
Jesus began t o weehpow Shoe tlhecevsade ohthiens!ad dB
s a i duld ndd & evho opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from

d y i hhegr?Jésus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was | ying againstone. 0J dbtenosthes a i
deadman,ai d to him, 6Lord, already there
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days.d Jesus said to her, 6Did | not t
glory of God?d So t hesusldoked kpwaads aghid,t h e ¢
6 Fat h e rygufor hating laeard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.d When he had saed OHhazatbeTbr
dead man came auhis hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus s aMadyoftlee t her
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesusetaved in

him.

Post Communion Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have taught us

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:

give us the will to be the servant of others

as you were the servant of all,

and gave up your éifand died for us,

but are alive and reigmow and for ever. Amen.

Tinned Carrots We are well stocked at present
Tinned potatoes in the warehouse with the
Smash following:

Jams/spreads

Sponge puddings Bake beans

Small sugar 500g Dry pasta

Tins of solid meat Soup

Tinned meat pies Cereal

Tins of custard Biscuits

Full cream UHT milk Other tinned vegetables
Toilet Rolls Sweetcorn

UHT Juice Tea

Small jars of coffee Tinned fish

the
trussell
trust

Stop UK Hunger
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Please pray for

0 The family and friends dflarion Oliver whose funeral took place at Grantham
Crematorium on Tuesday;

0 The famly and fiends ofDavid Carlin, Colin CollinsAndrew VineandPatricia
Dawson who have died reently;

0 Those sufferindrom coronavirus, andthose helfing to treat them
0 The Rutlad Foodbak and the Diop-in Centre;
0 Justin andahn our Archbshops and Donald athJohn our Bishops;

0 Sephen, DeborajiChris,lain, Charltte & Rachel, ar Team Cérgy, and all lamembers
of the MinistryTeam

A Prayer for These Times

Dear Father,

During thesedays of uncertainty,

help me to know your presence beside me in all | face at this time.
Through the beauty of Spring, show me the hope beyond this day

as | see the flowers unfold, smell the scent of new blossom,

and hear the sounds of birds beyond theupalaries where | may be,
and remind me you are there in all | see, in all | hear.

As | pause in prayer anxious about tomorrow for those | know, d#makse | love,
others, unseen, unknown, will pray for me this day,

and your hand will be beside me, wherevenay be.

In the turmoil of the unknownmay | know your peace to reassure me,
as | reach out to those around, seeing their needs as much as my ow
In the darkness of these times,

may the light of Christ continue to shine through me,

and may the blessirgf God Almighty, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
be with us all this day, and remain with us always

Amen

A Reflection on Exodus  37.1-7 by David Perril

Exodus37.1-7 is about a wilderness journey. An appropriate reading for us as we
have just entered the ilderness of COVIBL9.

Like the Israelites we are journeying in stages, working it out as wieaye day at
time, and sometimes one step atime. Long journeys, especially when we not
exactly sure of the way or how long it will take, can make us inepatigrumpy, and
worried. |tds not too surprising that
journey. | can imagine them sayiiage we nearly ther& dow much longer will it

be® @&ve don't have enough to eat and drifk
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| guess it wasn't eadgr Moses either as he tried to lead them through the desert.
Wilderness journeys can be difficult and challenging for everyone. We gstyytand
hungry for the usual and familiar routine, for answers and clarity, for a destination,
for an end to the uknown, the risk, and the fear.

Without our formal gathering together in worship, we have an opportunity to be
more intentional, and part o different type of presence, as we let the current fear
and disruption focus our attention on who and what reafigtters.

So | pray that our journey will make us more intentional about what we choose to
do or not do, a journey by which lives are chadder the good of all. I'm sure we
will all get thirsty and hungry in the wilderness of COVIB, but remember that

with the help of God the Israelites got to the promised land, and with the help of
God we can journey through our present wilderness.

Resour ces for Worship

During this time when we cannot worshtpgether in church, there ara number of
alternatives available:

1 The Oakham Team Facebook paghere one of the clergy team will leaallive
stream of Morning Prayer at 8.30am on weekdays d40d30an on Sundays. On
Sunday at 6pm there will be a live stream of Holy Communidresewill also be
availablen the Team website, togethevith the service sheet and Weekly
Pewsheet;

TROOTS (who produce the resources our Sunday School uses) have a vieig&ly
your FaithBpagewith prayers and reflections on the set readings, and this will be
included in tlis Pewsheet;

TROOTSalso produce a weekly ChildrénSheet which will be aNable as a
separate sheet with the Pewsheet;

11 The Church of England has an onliesources page at
https:/ivww.churchofengland.org/more/meeiantre/churchonling
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THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

From the Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England,
to be shared with all clergy

24 March 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night. it is imperative that for the health of
the nation and in order for the National Health Service itsell to manage the increase in those
requiring medical help. the Church of England strictly observes the new guidelines on staying
at home and only making journeys that are absolutely necessary. such as shopping for essential
items and to take daily exercise.

Our church buildings must now be closed not only for public worship. but for private prayer as
well and this includes the priest or lay person offering prayer in church on their own. A notice
explaining this should be put on the church door (please [ind template attached). We must take
a lead in showing our communities how we must behave in order to slow down the spread of
the Coronavirus.

We must also do all that we can to provide resources and support for those who are isolated.
fearful and vulnerable. But we have to do this from our homes. A number of national online
resources  (https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online)  including
weekly streamed services and daily audio, as well as additional worship provision on the BBC
are there to help us, and more are on their way. Please do all that you can to point people to
this content.

It is also imperative that as the Church of Jesus Christ. called to offer hope and light in the
darkness of this world’s ills. we maintain a praying presence for our community. though from
today onwards this must happen from our hearts and from our homes.

Our Church buildings are closed but the Church must continue to support and encourage our
communities making use of telephones and other forms of technology to keep in touch with
people and ensure pastoral care is maintained. and as shepherds of Christ’s flock we are
committed to making this happen.

In summary. these are the guidelines we must all now follow:
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1. Our church buildings are closed for public worship and lor private prayer.

2. Emergency baptisms can take place in hospital or at home. though subject to strict
hygienic precautions and physical distancing as far as possible.
3. There can be no weddings in church buildings until further notice.

4. Funerals can only happen at the Crematorium or at the graveside. Only immediate
family members can attend (if the crematorium allows) — that is. spouse or partner,
parents and children. keeping their distance in the prescribed way.

LN

Live streaming of services is more important than ever and is still permissible from
homes. We encourage us all to consider how we can be as creative as possible with
streaming services and other resources. There are many. many fantastic examples of
churches and clergy using technology to reach and engage communities. Read more
guldance  here: https://www.churchofeneland.ore/more/church-resources/digital-
labs/labs-learning-blog/beginners-guide-going-live-vour-service-or .

6. Foodbanks should continue where possible under strict guidelines and may have to
move to be delivery points not places where people gather. If vou can do consider
making a financial contribution to your nearest toodbank.

These are unprecedented times. We are all having to get used Lo being the Church differently.

It is not easy. However, our belonging to Christ has never been measured by the number of
people in church on a Sunday morning (though we long for the day when this way of knowing

Christ can return) but by the service we offer to others. Therefore, and despite these very
harrowing restrictions, please do all that vou can to minister (o vour people salely, especially
to the sick. the vulnerable and the poor.

With our thanks to vou all tor vou are bearing at this extraordinary time. We know that God
is with us and we pray with you that in the midst of all this pain and sorrow we can remain
focussed on the One who gives us hope.

With every blessing,

bz Zém ATecbusin €

+Justin Cantuar FSentamu Eboracensis
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Live your faith 29 March - 4 April 2020 Rooﬁﬁ;s

Read, pray, reflect and live your faith this week Lent5 — &‘\

[CLJ This week’s Bible readings Ezekiel 37.1-14 - Romans8.6-11 - John 11.1-45

If only

Notes on the Bible readings Qusstions

@ Jesus was teaching when he had news of for reflection l
his friend Lazarus’ illness. Instead of rushing
to be by his side, Jesus stayed where he was
for two more days before making the journey
to Bethany. When he arrived, Lazarus was

» Who/what do you call upon
when things go wrong?

» When things go wrong, how

is Jesus present for you?
already dead. P K y X
» ...and when things are going
® Jesus’ humanity is shown in this story. He well?

is anxious about whether he should travel to
Bethany. He is worried about his own and his
disciples’ safety. He is deeply moved by the
sisters’ disappointment, anger and grief. And
he is touched by the presence of those from
the village who console them.

A prayer of thanks and praise

Thank you, Lord, for your constant presence.
Thank you for holding us and comforting us.
Thank you for crying with us when we are hurting.

® As well as losing their brother, Lazarus’ Thank you for weeping with us when we are broken-hearted.
death would have added significance for Thank you, Lord, that you never let us down,

Martha and Mary. He was the source of that you always give us hope.

income and status for the family. They were Amen.

losing their reputation and status in society as

well as their closest relative. They were losing A prayer for others

their hope. We pray for all who weep today: for those who grieve and mourn

for the loss of loved ones — husbands, wives, mothers, fathers,

® This passage can be read as a parable daughters, sons, brothers, sisters, friends...

by those who want to know where Jesus is
when life falls apart. It suggests that he is
present even in his absence. We can imagine
him carrying his concern for the Bethany
family from the moment he hears about

his dear friend’s illness. Jesus’ faith carries

We pray for those who care for people at the end of their earthly
lives: chaplains, hospice workers, nurses, doctors, carers, pastors,
undertakers...

Give them strength, courage, empathy and love as they walk with
those who weep.

him through the dangers of the journey We pray for situations where there seems to be no hope;
to Bethany and into the place of loss and for families destroyed by death, poverty, war, violence, or abuse;
death, where he brings life even from the for those who feel let down by society;
tomb through the resurrection power of his and for those who feel let down by you — may all know your
word. How often do we struggle to see Jesus’ presence in those dark times.
presence when things go wrong? As they wait on you, comfort them, Lord, we pray.

Amen.

For reflection and comment linking
this week’s Bible reading to the
news, current issues and events,

A personal prayer
God. of hope,

heal me and restore me,

go to www.rootsontheweb.com that | might know your resurvection power in my life.

and click on Amen.

PostScript. o ek
SR - ] Live your faith
e W Visit or call a friend or neighbour who has been bereaved, or is
) lonely.
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Cancellations

Following the guidance from the
Archbishops, all services and other
church activities & suspended and our
church buildings are closed during the
current coronavirus outbreak. This
includes Open House coffee mornings in
April, May and June, the Walking Group
and the Friends trip to Leicester. For
other events and activities not directly
organised by the church, please contact
the organisation concerned for further
information if there is not a notice here.

Chase the Rainbow!

Oakham CofE Primary has joined
children all over the world creating
rainbows to put up in their house
windows as a gn of hope. Have a look
on Twitter @OakhamCEPrimary and
#oakhamcoferainbowhunt and
#chasetherainbow or on their Facebook
page. Children or children at heart, we
are all joining in! Draw, paint, collage,
any medium. Be boldadd a Christian
message and pat in your window. On
your daily walks see how many rainbows
you can countElaine Peel

Chil drenos
Coffee Morning
The work of the

even more vital than usual in these
uncertain times, and they are also holding
a virtual cofee morning every Tuesday at
10am. This is not a fundraiser but a way
of people keeping in touch and catching

Oakham Sound System

We are almost ready to begin the
installation of the new sound system.
The fundraising has gone well, but we
still need to secure the final £10,000. If
you were planning to give towards this
vital improvement please would you
contact Rchard Plummer 720506
richard@familyplummer.co.uk to talk
about making your donation. Any gift,
large or small, will be greatly
appreciated. Many thanks, Stephen.

Concert at Launde

The concert last Sunday with Lisa
Nelsenflute& Eleanor Turneharp

went éhead without an audiena@you
can see it at youtu.be/NEz4vePQUpw.

Good Neighbour

Schemes

The good neighbour schemes listed
below are offering help and support to
people living in Rutland who are self
isolating or affected in other ways by
coronavirus. lfyou cannot find a good
neighbour scheme listed for your area,
please check with your parish council
to see what support may be on offer.

S 0 C TheBatesdhinformation is on

www.rutland.gov.uk (search for Good

chi Nephbgyschemesy cj ety i s

Across Rutland & Leicestershiré
and Rutland 4x4 Drivers have a
number of responders living locally
who are happy to help with the
collection of medicines and other

up over a coffee and cake. Please join and €Ssentials. 07716 113911,

feel free to share.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
virtualbakeandbrew/.

www.Ir4x4response.org.uk/
Rutland Cakeaway is offering to
collect shopping for vulnerable

17



individuds who are social distancing
and parents who do not wish to take
their children out. They will also deliver
donations to the Rutland Food Bank on
your behalf if you are sei$olating.
01572 729322,
www.rutlandcakeaway.co.uk

Rutland Late Night Pharmacy is
offering free prescription medicine
delivery within 15 miles of Oakham.
01572 723368,
www.rutlandpharmacy.co.uk/

Ashwell . A letter with contact details
has been delivered to every home in
Ashwell. Volunteers are offering help
with shopping, collecting presptions,
dog walking and chats on phone. 01572
759204

Barleythorpe . Barleythorpe Parish
Council have set up a prescription
collection service. 01572 492514 /
07864 641988,
meds@barleythorpe.com

Braunston . Braunston Good
Neighbour Scheme are a group otil
volunteers within the village are able to
assist residents who are sétblating
with shopping, posting mail, a friendly
phone call, urgent supplies. 01572
722241

Egleton . Egleton Support Group are
offering help with shopping and
prescription collecttn and have set up
a WhatsApp group. 01572 724250,
egletoncommunications@outlook.com
Langham . Combined Parish Council &
Parish Church good neighbour scheme
are offering help with shopping,
prescription collection etc. via a
volunteer register ceordinatedby
Parish Council leaflets will be posted
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to all homes. 07781 940680,
andy.bird@langhaipc.gov.uk

Market Overton . Market Overton
Good Neighbour Scheme are offering
support with shopping and prescription
collection. 07523 748612

Oakham . Oakham Neighbours have
over 1,600 people have signed up to
the Oakham Neighbours Cowitl9
Support Group on Facebook. We're
currently organising into
neighbourhood teams to link
volunteers with their neighbours who
need practical help or just a friendly
chat. Local people needing support can
message through Facebook or email
oakhamneighbours@gmail.com.
Volunteers can sign up here:
https://bit.ly/oakhamsgpport. Local
people needing support can message us
through Facebook

Whissendine . Whissendine Good
Neighbour Scheme are on alert to help
people living in Whissendine. They are
also looking for more volunteers.
07500 68863% line manned 8am to
8pm.

Fruit & Veg by Email

The greengrocer on the market is
taking orders by email. Place your
order and leave a telephone number
(preferably a mobile) and they will
contact you with a time to collect your
order 8 bfandsonsorders@yahoo.com.

VE Day 75 cancelled

The VEDay 75 community celebrations
due to take place on the bank holiday
weekend of 10 May have been
cancelled. It is hoped that all the events
can be moved to the weekend of @56



August when we will be able to
celebrate VE Day and VJ Day, both
momentous dgs in our history. Watch
this pace for more news.

Message from HM The

Queen

HM The Queen has heard about
Geoffrey Footds cel
in February and has sent the following

message.

David Carlin RIP

We are sorty to report the death of
David Carlin (widower of Christine)
whilst in Las Palmas with his daughter
Hazel.

Meditation Group

The weekly meditation sessions at St
John and St Anne are cancelled until
until further notice. However, the
group will continue tosupport each
other through our prayers, emails and
phone calls, and will continue to
meditate between 6.00 and 6.30pm
efch WeédhekdayknofiMg&HatSeNol 9
meditators are with each other in spirit
at that time, thus sharing a powerful
and spiritually nourishg half hour
silence.

Bereavement Suppport

It is with regret that we have made the
decision to temporarily cancel our
monthly Bereavement Support Drop In
Group which would usually meet in the
Church Hall on the last Friday morning
of each month. This im the light of
recent government and public health
guidelines relating to the Cowti9
pandemic. We will restart the group as
soon as we are able to and, in the
meantime, will be looking at alternative
ways of keeping in touch and
supporting one anotheif you would

like ongoing support while the
Bereavement Group is not meeting,
please leave your name, phone number
and email (if applicable) at one of the
contacts below. We will endeavour to
get in contact. Sian Cheverton (01572
755286); Madeleine Morri®7754
414437); Parish Office (01572 724007)
or email bereavementsupport
@oakhamteam.org.uk.
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