The Renovation of the Memorial Garden

The memorial garden at All Saints Church is a prominent feature in the centre of Oakham. At
the moment this beautiful southern facade of the church is somewhat neglected with overgrown shrubs that in time will damage the historic building.
Oakham in Bloom is happy to renovate and maintain the memorial border. It is a lovely south
facing border and I wanted to design the border to have poignancy as a memorial garden,
especially for those who have suffered bereavement.
To the left (western side) of the south door, where the tall dark columns of the lovely
cypresses from the garden of Gethsemane grow, I want to represent a garden of sorrow and
grief. This area would be under-planted with Iris pallida variegata that are planted in the near
eastern cemeteries to symbolise soul being pierced by grief.
As we move to the eastside of the door, where wreaths are laid, we have symbols of memory
such as the Poppy for those lost in war; Daffodil for Marie Curie and loss through cancer; and
forget-me-not for dementia. The planting would be a mixed herbaceous border planted with a
succession of flowers from the first Snowdrop in January through to December.
The border would change through the year as Snowdrops and Winter Aconites would give
way to soft blues of Forget-me-nots and the yellows of Daffodils. Then follows a long
succession of flowers in the memorial garden of calming blues and yellows with occasional
pinks. As we move towards the alter we have planting of peace and reconciliation with the
inclusion of more white flowers. This is reinforced with an under-planting of white-flowering
shrubs beneath the dark green foliage of the trees. I have also included a Magnolia Tree to
frame the view of the church and to flower in the Easter period. The planting tries to represent
the Christian and personal journey we all make. The border is somewhere people can come
and find peace and comfort through the beauty of the planting.
The grass border will be maintained so that wreaths and flowers can be laid. Oakham in
Bloom will pay for the removal of the overgrown shrubs and the preparation of the soil and the
planting. It will then maintain the border in perpetuity.

The Existing View of the Memorial Garden at
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Garden of Sorrow West of the Garden

The area beneath the Cypresses is bare ground.

The Garden Of Sorrow

The edge of the path will be planted with Sweet Box that will give a lovely scent in winter. The use of Iris that are used to this hot
sunny aspect and come from a Mediterranean climate with Cyclamen and sprinkling of poppies and anemones, the flowers of the
field.

The New Magnolia Tree

