
A
ll
 S

ai
n
ts

 O
ak

h
am

Stewardship
2017



Page 2

About Christian Stewardship

Abundant Joy
Paul writes to the church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 8:1-15), encouraging
them to be like the Macedonian churches. ‘for during a severe ordeal
of affliction – their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.’

So how would you define joy? Here is a church under persecution, and
in dire poverty, and yet – super joyful. 

Paraphrasing St Francis, joy might be something like ‘contentment in
who we are in Christ, and what God has given us – whatever that might
be.’

The Generosity of God

What the Macedonian churches deeply recognised was the nature of
the God we worship.

Our God is a God of Love.

Our God is a hugely Generous God.

The world that He has created, and for which Christ died, is a rich
tapestry of life; vibrant and vivid. It’s not a  ‘make do’ creation, but one
of abundant detail, colour, shape, variety and complexity. 

The Sharing God

And God’s love and generosity inevitably overflows into sharing - that’s
the nature of love.
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The Joy of Giving

So much so that God has made us stewards of His creation. Now a
steward was a very senior position in any household. Effectively God
has given us the privilege of a senior role in His world.

But, of course, what that means is that stewardship is not just about
‘how much should I put on the collection plate each Sunday?’, 
but about how I use all of my possessions; money; time; gifts; our
planet; the Gospel.

Be Generous, as God is Generous
And because we are called to be  ‘Christ like’, we are called to be
generous – with joy’

Generous to God in worship – ‘they gave themselves first to the
Lord.’ (2 Corinthians 8:5)

Generous to the Church for mission and fellowship – ‘the privilege
in sharing in this ministry to the saints’ ( 2 Corinthians 8:4)

Generous to the World in Caring and Love – ‘in order that there may
be fair balance.’ (2 Corinthians 8:14.)

In this campaign as always, there is an opportunity for us all to ask
ourselves – Is our giving

GENEROUS AND SACRIFICIAL

PROPORTIONATE

REGULAR AND PLANNED

But, as well, are we joyful givers’

‘For the Lord loves a cheerful giver”
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What is the cost of resourcing the mission of All Saints?

It costs £3,118 per week to keep All Saints’ Church running.

The Parish Share is the largest expense – our contribution towards the
cost of providing ministry and pastoral care in the parish through the
Team clergy.

Building costs are also significant, including routine maintenance,
heating and lighting.

Ministry and Worship includes everything needed to maintain our
regular services, and Administration includes the Team Administrator,
photocopying and publicity.

We also allocate an amount of Mission Giving to support selected
charities – local, national and international.

This is the weekly cost:



Page 5

What are our current sources of income?

Our main source of income is through planned giving, and through tax
reclaimed under GIft Aid on that giving.

The weekly collections during services also represent a significant
source of income, and fees for weddings and funerals, grants,
fundaraising, and hire of the church and hall also make a contributionT

The chart below is based on 2017 projections, and shows that our
weekly income of £2,754 will leave a shortfall of £364 per week in 2018
unless we boost our planned giving by about 15% (taking the extra tax
reclaimable into account).

The chart below shows our weekly income:
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Who gives what?

We currently have 154 members of the planned giving scheme, who give
regularly every week, every month, or even annually. There is a wide
range in the amounts given – some are able to give more than others, but
everyone’s giving is important, large amount or small. The chart below
shows how each person’s giving contributes to the total of £1,673.

If each of our current givers increased their giving by an average of £2.50
per week, we would achieve the 15% increase needed to balance our
General Account. For an additional 50p per week (i.e. £3) we could also
make a transfer to the Fabric Fund of £4,000 per annum – an essential
reserve needed for future major work needed on the Church.

Of course, not everyone can afford such increases – some may wish to
increase their contribution by just £1, while others may be able to afford £4
or £5.

Furthermore, if just 30 of the 88 people who received the invitation to take
part in the Stewardship Campiagn, but who are not currently members of
the planned giving scheme, pledged an average of £5 per week, then we
could achieve the target spread of giving as shown in the chart on the right.
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How much should I give?

We would ask you to consider prayerfully the amount that you can give to
the work of All Saints. This, of course, is a decision only you can make. It’s
important, as well, to point out that your giving is strictly
confidential.

It might help you to know:

• It has been calculated that the average giving across Peterborough
diocese is 3.2% of income, equivalent to £10.55 per week.

• The church of England recommends 5% of income, which would
increase the Diocesan average to £16 per week.

• If the biblical principle of tithing were adopted then we would be looking
at £32 per week average.

• And, very rough calculations would suggest that the average giving at
All Saints comes out at £10.86 per week.
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What happens next?

Included with this Stewardship Pack is a response card, and we
would ask you to complete it, and return it with your pledge by
Sunday 29 October, either to the box in Church, or directly to
Gordon Woods. Your response will remain confidential.

If you would like to find our more about stewardship in general, or
about our current campaign, please visit the stewardship pages
on our website at http://www.oakhamteam.uk/stewardship.

Lord Jesus, 
you taught that it is better to give than to receive; 

and that from those to whom much has been given, 
much shall be required. 

Give us a share of your abundant generosity. 
Make us ready and eager to share the gifts 

which we have so richly and freely received from you, 
that in our giving we may bring honour to your name 

and show your glory to the world. 
Amen.

Stewardship Prayer


